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Class Twenty Four 



We stopped at the first phrase of the first sentence in Chapter Three. 
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Know, may Allah direct you to obedience to Him, that al-Haneefiyyah is Millat Ibraheem. 
Before we go on any further on Millat Ibraheem, I wanted to make a couple of more points. 

Why Did Allah Specify Ibraheem and Not Any Other 
Messenger? 

Why did Allah subhaanahu wa ta'aala emphasise to the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam to follow Millat Ibraheem 'alayhis-salaatu was-salaam, even though Nooh, 
'Eesa and all the Messengers and Prophets 'alayhimus-salaatu was-salaam were on the pure 
Tawheed? 

Allah said: 






And verily. We have sent among every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and avoid (or keep away from) Taaghoot (all false 
deities, etc, i.e. do not worship Taaghoot besides Allah)." (Surat an-Nahl: 36) 

Every one of them was on the pure Tawheed. 



Why did Allah subhaanahu wa ta'aala specify Ibraheem? 
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Then, We have inspired you (0 Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam saying): Follow the 
religion of Ibraheem Haneefa (Islamic Monotheism - to worship none but Allah) and he was 
not of the Mushrikoon (polytheists, idolaters, disbelievers, etc). (Surat an-Nahl: 123) 

He directed the Messenger sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam to follow Millat Ibraheema Haneefa. 
Why did He emphasise to follow Millat Ibraheema Haneefa, not Millat Nooh Haneefa, Millat 
'Eesa Haneefa, or any of the other Prophets and Messengers? The core message of pure 
Tawheed was the common denominator among all of our Prophets and Messengers. The 
details may have been different, but the Tawheed of all the Messengers was the pure 
Haneefiyyah Tawheed. Now why did Allah subhaanahu wa ta'aala tell the Prophet sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam in specific to follow Millat Ibraheem Haneefa? 

The answer is because when Allah subhaanahu wa ta'aala sent the Prophet Muhammad 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam to Makkah, nearly everyone in his vicinity was claiming to follow 
Millat Ibraheem. Quraysh (statue worshippers) were attributing themselves to Ibraheem 
'alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. The Jews were attributing themselves to Ibraheem 'alayhis- 
salaatu was-salaam. The Christians were claiming to follow Ibraheem 'alayhis-salaatu was- 
salaam and claiming that he is their father. Allah wanted to show that there was only one 
who was following him - the path of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. It 
was important to show at that time and for future times and generations until the Judgment 
Day, that the path of Millat Ibraheem 'alayhis-salaam that everyone claims to follow is the 
path of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

Salah and Salaam On the Prophets and Messengers 

The author said: 




If you look in your copies, you are not going to see 'alayhis-salaam or 'alayhis-salaatu was- 
salaam anywhere there. Some may have added it, but the original text does not have 
'alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. 

Why Did the Author Mention Ibraheem Without Adding 'Alayhis- 
Salaam? 

Those who mastered the work of the author (Ibn Abdul-Wahhaab Rahmatullahi 'Alayh) said 
one reason may be because it is not Waajib and it is Sunnah, but he may have had some 
type of reason or assumed that the reader would say it. An-Nawawi Rahmatullahi 'Alayh 
narrated that there is an Ijmaa' (consensus) that just like we say sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
about the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam, we can say Salah and Salaam on 
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all the other Messengers. Not meaning it is obligatory on all the other Messengers, but we 
can also give Salah and Salaam on all the other Messengers, meaning it is permissible. 

In fact, Ibn Hajr and an-Nawawi disliked for one to say Salah on the Prophets and 
Messengers without adding Salaam to it. For example, like Ibraheem 'alayhis-salaatu was- 
salaam. That is how they meant it should be, instead of Ibraheem 'alayhis-salaam. The 
formal way is to say Ibraheem 'alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. Ibn Hajr further commented on 
the disliking, and he said the disliking is for one who continuously says the shorter form and 
never ever says the other one. For example, one who always says 'alayhis-salaam about 
other Prophets, but does not at times add 'alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. The formal way is to 
say 'alayhis-salaatu was-salaam. 

Saying Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wa Sallam and Writing it Fully 

The other point we will go over that relates to this is about saying sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam. The mention of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam in writing, in 
saying or in social media, and saying sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. We know we must say that, 
but what about in writing since it relates to this issue? When you do write or type, always 
write it out fully (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) and say it fully. Do not abbreviate and do not 
shorten. When you are reading a book, do not just say it in your heart because that is not 
considered saying. That is thinking. Once you utter it on your lips whether silent or out loud, 
then it becomes saying. The point is write sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam fully. Do not 
abbreviate and do not shorten. 

Ibn Salah Rahimahullah the 'Aalim, the giant of Hadith and other sciences, but mainly of 
Hadith, he died 643 years after the Hijrah. He wrote a book that talks about manners and 
the style of how to write Hadith, how to document it, how it was compiled and matters 
related to that. He died 643 years after the Hijrah back in the inkpot and feather era, and 
not with lavish pens and keyboards to write which take less than a second. He probably had 
to stick that feather in the inkpot several times to get through sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

He said speaking to his students, do not ever get bored from writing sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam fully as many times as you mention him in your writing. He wants people to write it. 
He said it is among the best and biggest early benefits students of Hadith reap from their 
knowledge. He said that back in the days when there was only few who wrote. Many would 
mention Hadith, but unlike these days it was not many who wrote. He was directing his talk 
to the students who wrote, so it really applies to anyone who writes. Today everyone 
writes, today everyone uses social media and everyone passes on Hadith. It is widespread to 
text and write, unlike back in the old days. 

That is how giants became giants of Hadith. They held matters we consider nothing in very 
high regard. PBUH, other abbreviations many use or even saying sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
has become a heavy thing on the tongues today, but our Imaams and our Salaf deemed that 
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in high regard. That is why Allah honoured them, that is why Allah blessed their lives and 
that is why Allah blessed their knowledge. It is a sign of their Taqwa. 
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And whosoever honours the Symbols of Allah, then it is truly from the piety of the heart. 
(Surat al-Hajj: 32) 

Ibn as-Salah said writing sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam fully is among the best and biggest early 
benefits that students of Hadith or 'llm reap. Then he said whoever neglects that has been 
deprived of something mighty. What are you talking about Ibn as-Salah? What is that mighty 
thing? Writing sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam fully. Subhan Allah. That tells you how these 
Imaams became Imaams. Ibn as-Salah then said we saw that people who write it fully every 
time his name is mentioned or written were people who had righteous dreams. Then he 
mentioned what I really wanted to get at. Let not anyone use symbols nor abbreviations. He 
deterred people from using symbols or abbreviations. 

Hamzah al-Kanaani said I used to always write sallallahu 'alayhi, not PBUH, S, Saad or Saad, 
Laam and Meem as they abbreviate in 'Arabi. He said I used to write the Hadith and say 
sallallahu 'alayhi, without wa sallam. He said then I saw in my dream that the Prophet 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam was telling me why do you not finish it with sallam? He said I 
never ever wrote his name after that except I wrote it fully (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). Ibn 
as-Salah went further to say it is also disliked to write 'alayhis-salaam about the Prophet 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. Write fully sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

Sakhaawi died 902 years after the Hijrah (approximately five hundred years ago), still in the 
feather and inkpot era. In the book Fath Al-Mugheeth Fee Sharh Al-Fiyati l-Hadith ( 

^ ' ) by Iraaqi, he said a statement back then that is as if he is 

talking to the Ummah of today. He said refrain from using abbreviations in your writing. He 
specifically said such as using two letters. Do not use the two letter abbreviation. Do not use 
any abbreviation and he specifically said do not be like the non-Arabic ignorants in how they 
abbreviate. He said that is not our trend. He was probably talking about the newcomers to 

Islam who he mentioned as 'Ajm (j*-^£). They were probably abbreviating it and he wanted 

to kill that trend back then. Then he said write the full sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam instead of 
Saad, Saad and Meem, or Saad, Laam, 'Ayn and Meem. That is diminishing your Ajr and not 

the best method. In Tadreeb Ar-Raawi (c£j' ojjAj), as-Suyooti said similar statements in 

disliking the abbreviation or shortening of sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 
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Let me add to that more contemporary issues. If you are speaking or you are typing to a 
Muslim audience who speak English, use sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. Write it either in 'Arabi 
or maybe transliterate the wording in English, but in 'Arabi words (sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam). Meaning write sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam, not peace be upon him or other 
translated statements. That would be the best way to do it. Now if the audience you are 
writing to or you are talking to may not understand what you are saying and it is for Da'wah 
purposes, maybe you can put peace be upon him or another translated statement for the 
purposes of telling them what you are saying, what it means or what we say about the 
Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

Now as to situations like Twitter where your characters are limited or if you are in a lecture 
like here taking notes, you do not have time and you cannot write it, then it is best to utter 
the full sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam of the Prophet and leave it out without any 
abbreviations. At least say it. Those who I mentioned are the biggest Imaams of Mustalah al- 
Hadith and they all disliked abbreviations and shortening. So instead of abbreviating on 
Twitter where you are desperate for characters and promoting something that is disliked by 
the Imaams of Hadith, leave it out, but most definitely say it and help revive the Sunnah of 
writing it fully where you are able to. 

Al-Khateeb al-Baghdaadi said I saw some written work in the handwriting of Imaam Ahmad 
Ibn Hanbal where he put the name of the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam, but he did 
not put sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. He said I was told that he verbally said it every time he 
read it. He probably did it for his own writing or his own note taking, maybe it was lack of 
ink or lack of time like in lectures. He did not put sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam and he did not 
abbreviate. That is my point. He did not abbreviate, but what was important is that he 
would verbally say it. This applies to Twitter or in classes like here where you are rushing to 
write notes and may not have time to write sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. What is sad today is 
that not only do Muslims neglect typing or writing sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam, but the 
saying of it has become abandoned. I give lectures sometimes or Khutab, you look at the 
audience and there is really rarely anyone saying sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam when you 
mention the name of the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

Is it Waajib to Say Sallallahu 'Alayhi Wa Sallam? 

Is it Waajib to say sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam every time you hear his name or not? At- 
Tahaawi and al-Haleemi said every time the name of the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
is mentioned, it is Waajib to say sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam, meaning you get sins for not 
saying it. This is a disputed matter. Other 'Ulamaa said it is only Waajib one time per setting 
and there is a few other opinions in-between that. It is sufficient for me and you to know 
that Salah on the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam is ordered in the Qur'an. 
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Allah sends His Salat (Graces, Honours, Blessings, Mercy, etc) on the Prophet (Muhammad 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) and also His angels too (ask Allah to bless and forgive him). 0 
you who believe! Send your Salat on (ask Allah to bless) him (Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam), and (you should) greet (salute) him with the Islamic way of greeting (salutation 
i.e. As-Salaamu 'Alaykum). (Surat al-Ahzaab: 56) 



Allah started with Himself, then secondly mentioned the angels, and then ordered the 
Ummah to make Salah on the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 



It is sufficient to know the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam said the stingy one is one 
who my name is mentioned, and he does not say sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 
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In Sunan at-Tirmidhi and Musnad Ahmad. 

And more so, he made Du'aa on those who his name is mentioned and they do not say 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 



& $4 ^ & 



In Sunan at-Tirmidhi. May Allah smother his nose in dust, meaning may Allah humiliate him. 
May he be humiliated. Who? One who when my name is mentioned, he does not say 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 



To Worship Allah Alone 

Now let us move on to the next sentence. 
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The next phrase is: 
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To worship Allah alone. 
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The reason why we were created, the reason why the universe was created, and why the 
Messengers 'alayhimus-salaatu was-salaam were sent. 







And I (Allah) created not the Jinns and humans except they should worship Me (Alone). 
(Surat ath-Thaariyaat: 56) 

Verily, I created humans and Jinn to worship Me. Ibn Abbaas said worship Me here is 
Tawheed (the true religion). It is to worship Allah, making all of the religion purely for Allah. 
That is why Allah commanded the people of Tawheed and ordered them to follow the path 
of Tawheed. 
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And We did not send any Messenger before you (0 Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) 
but We inspired him (saying): Laa llaaha lllaa Ana [none has the right to be worshipped but I 
(Allah)], so worship Me (Alone and none else). (Surat al-Anbiyaa': 25) 

We did not send any Messenger before you 0 Muhammad, except that We revealed to him 
that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, so make all of your worship purely 
for Him. That is Ibaadah - pure Tawheed to Allah. 

The Definition of Ibaadah 

Linguistically, Ibaadah means lowliness or humiliation. 

In Arabic, you say: 






A street that is Mu'abbad. A street that has been stepped on, meaning humiliation and 
lowliness. 
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The Shar'ee meaning of Ibaadah entails both humility and love. Worship (Ibaadah) in its 
general sense is submitting one's self to Allah with love and awe. How? By doing that which 
He has ordered and avoiding that which He has forbidden, in the manner laid down and 
prescribed by Him. Submitting one's self to Allah with love and awe by doing that which He 
has ordered and avoiding that which He has forbidden or prohibited, in the manner laid 
down and prescribed by Him. 

Now the specific definition of worship is like the definition of Shaykh al-lslam Ibn Taymiyyah 
Rahimahullah. This is the best definition you will see. He said Ibaadah (worship) is a 
comprehensive term covering what Allah loves. It is everything Allah loves and whatever He 
is pleased with. Whatever Allah loves and whatever Allah is pleased with, both saying and 
actions. The apparent and the hidden, such as fearing, having awe, paying Zakah, fasting and 
any other practices prescribed by Islam. That is the best and most comprehensive definition 
for Ibaadah. Salah, Zakah, Hajj, treating parents good and being dutiful to them, ordaining 
the good and forbidding the evil, Da'wah and Tawakkul - all of that is included in Ibaadah. 
Ibaadah is everything that pleases Allah, with pure Niyyah and in accordance with the 
teachings of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. 

In Sahih Muslim, the Hadith narrated by Abu Dharr. People came to the Prophet sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam and the poor people said the wealthy people get higher grades at the end 
because they spend a lot. At the end of the Hadith the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam 
said even sexual relationship, you will have reward for it. They said we get reward for sexual 
relationship with our wives? He said if you do it in Haraam, would you not get sins? They 
said yes. He said and likewise when you do it in Halaal, you get reward. So if one has the 
intention to have relationship with his wife to preserve himself from Haraam, to have kids to 
benefit this Ummah with or to follow in accordance with the teachings of the Prophet 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam and to get married, he will get reward for that. We mentioned 
this in a little bit more detail in a previous class and you can refer to it. We spoke about how 
regular day-to-day traditions can be transferred from traditions to Ibaadah. For example, 
sleeping and working out. We specifically said those two. 



Ibaadah is when Allah says I order the person to do, and he says I hear and I obey. Heart, 
limbs, brain and all of him submits totally and fully. That is Ibaadah. 



V d T d Uj 






Say (0 Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam): "Verily, my Salat (prayer), my sacrifice, my 
living, and my dying are for Allah, the Lord of the 'Aalameen (mankind, Jinns and all that 
exists). He has no partner." (Surat al-An'aam: 162-163) 
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Your eyes, your heart, your hands and your brain all submit to Allah, the One who ordered 
you to worship. The prerequisites of Ibaadah are to do it for the sake of Allah on the avenue 
of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam.The summary of the Deen is to 
worship Allah as He wants, and that can only come through the avenue of the Prophet 
Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam. Two principles and the biggest proof you need for 
them is Shahaadatayn. Firstly, Laa llaaha lllallah - to do it for Allah. Secondly, 
Muhammadur-Rasoolullah -to do it on the path of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu 
'alayhi wa sallam. 



There are those who make that which is permissible into Haraam, and what is Haraam into 
permissible. Those who do that and those who follow them - that is one of the ways of 
having Ibaadah to other than Allah. You remember the Hadith of 'Adee Ibn Haatim when he 
heard the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam reciting: 
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They (Jews and Christians) took their Rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allah 
(by obeying them in things which they made lawful or unlawful according to their own 
desires without being ordered by Allah), and (they also took as their Lord) Messiah, son of 
Maryam, while they (Jews and Christians) were commanded [in the Tawraah and the Injeel) 
to worship none but One llaah (God - Allah). (Surat at-Tawbah: 31) 

When he heard that, to his mind what was meant by worshipping is that it is bowing and 
prostrating to someone else, supplicating and sacrificing. That is what came to his mind, but 
the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam informed him that their obedience to their Rabbis 
and monks in forbidding that which is permissible and permitting that which is forbidden 
was a form of worship, because they made their Rabbis and monks partners to Allah in 
obedience and in ordaining the law. 

Other more common ways where Ibaadah is dismissed to Allah is to know that everything in 
the universe could not harm you if Allah did not will it. It is to know that everything in the 
universe could not help you, unless Allah willed it. Ibaadah is not only Salah, Hajj, fasting and 
'Umrah like many think, but your obedience to your parents is Ibaadah just like Hajj and 
'Umrah. Leaving Riba and Zina is also Ibaadah. Your love for the sake of Allah and your hate 
for the sake of Allah (your Walaa' and Baraa') is all included in Ibaadah. Today some think 
that when you leave the Masjid, you leave Islam behind your back at the doorsteps. That is 
the thinking of a Jewish mentality and one of the reasons they went astray. 
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Then do you believe in a part of the Scripture and reject the rest? (Surat al-Baqarah: 85) 
Allah reprimanded them and rebuked them for doing that. 



Why Did Allah Order Us to Worship Him? 

Some today say why do we worship Allah? Allah does not need us as you say, but why do we 
worship? You tell us in a lecture that Allah does not benefit from our obedience and does 
not get harmed from our sin. He is independent and He is Sovereign, but then you come up 
and say you have to worship. Why do we worship if He does not need us? 

Allah Does Not Benefit from Our Obedience and He is Not Harmed by 
Our Sins 



Rest assured and know for a fact that if the entire universe left Ibaadah, Allah is Ghanee. 



£i*il jk ajlj C 4JP1 Jl ilj&Jl jUsf 1$ U 



^ o : 

0 mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah is Rich (Free of all wants and 
needs). Worthy of all praise. (Surat Faatir: 15) 

He does not benefit from our obedience, nor does He get harmed from our sins. Keep that 
as a fact. His kingdom does not get more by the entire universe thanking, praising and 
glorifying Him, nor does it become any less with the Shirk of the Mushrik or the sin and the 
slander of those who curse and slander Him, by claiming that He has a son or in any other 
way or form. It does not become any less with that. 

In Sahih Muslim, the Hadith al-Qudsi. 0 My servants, you sin by night and by day and I am 
here to pardon your sins, therefore seek forgiveness from Me so I may grant you pardon. 0 
My servants, you can neither do me any harm nor can you do me any good. 0 My servants, 
even if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and the whole human race of yours 
and that of the Jinn became as pious as the most pious heart of anyone amongst you, it will 
not add anything to My power or My kingdom. 0 My servants, if the first amongst you and 
the last amongst you and the whole human race and then the Jinn tagged along with you 
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became as wicked as the most wicked heart of anyone amongst you, it would not decrease 
anything from My power or kingdom. 



It is all summed up in one verse. 
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0 mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah, but Allah is Rich (Free of all wants and 
needs). Worthy of all praise. (Surat Faatir: 15) 

There is two types of being poor or in need to Allah. The first one is the universal poverty or 
need to Allah. The biggest, strongest, wealthiest and most arrogant Kaafir is in poor need of 
Allah. Fie needs the sun, he needs the land and he needs the oxygen. This is called Idhtiraari 

(by force). That is what is mentioned in this verse: 
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While to Flim submitted all creatures in the heavens and the earth, willingly or unwillingly. 
And to Flim shall they all be returned. (Surat Aali 'Imraan: 83) 

They are in desperate need of Allah. 



The second one is Faqr Ikhtiyaari jiS) (by choice), and we ask Allah subhaanahu wa 

ta'aala to be amongst them. It is to have awe, humility and reverence to Allah. The more 
you advance in your humility and lowliness to Allah, the richer you become with Allah. As 
we say many times, never show arrogance in your Ibaadah. You are doing favours for 
yourself, not for Allah. 
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To Him belongs whosoever is in the heavens and on earth. And those who are near Him (i.e. 
the angels) are not too proud to worship Him, nor are they weary (of His worship). (Surat al- 
Anbiyaa': 19) 




To Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and the earth. All are obedient to Him. (Surat ar- 
Room: 26) 



If all humans and Jinns in the universe turn away from Ibaadah, the angels will continue to 
worship Him, and He does not need the humans, the Jinns or the angels. Al-Bayt al-Ma'moor 
above the Ka'bah - seventy thousand enter there every day and never return until the 
Judgment Day. 







And Musa said: "If you disbelieve, you and all on earth together, then verily! Allah is Rich 
(Free of all wants). Owner of all Praise." (Surat Ibraheem: 8) 



There are many other verses like that in the Qur'an. 
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But if you disbelieve, then unto Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 
earth, and Allah is Ever Rich (Free of all wants). Worthy of all praise. (Surat an-Nisaa': 131) 
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If you disbelieve, then verily, Allah is not in need of you. (Surat az-Zumar: 7) 

All I mentioned so far is to show you how low me and you are to Allah subhaanahu wa 
ta'aala, how desperate and poor we are to Allah subhaanahu wa ta'aala, and how we 

worship Him while we desperately need Him and He does not need us, Ja I la Fee 'Ulaah ( 
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J). Now let us answer the question - the wisdom behind us worshipping Allah if He 

does not need us and does not need our worship, nor does He need the worship of the Jinns 
and even the worship of the angels He does not need. 

IBAADAH IS A RIGHT OF ALLAH UPON US 

First of all, Allah has a right over us. That is part of our belief in Allah, in His name and in His 
qualities and attributes. He loves to be worshipped and glorified, and you and me have to 
give Him His right over us. You find that kings in this world love matters and hate matters. 
Allah has the most supreme examples. 






And for Allah is the highest description. (Surat an-Nahl: 60) 
Allah loves that His slaves worship Him and glorify Him. 

In Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim, Hadith Mu'aadh: 






4 6 
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In this long Hadith, let us just take the point for this class. The Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam was teaching Mu'aadh. Mu'aadh was riding on a donkey with him and the Prophet 
sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam takes the time to teach him. He was teaching him the right of 
Allah over us, and rights Allah put upon Himself that He will give us if we do the conditions 
that He tells us. Mu'aadh never said this Hadith to anyone except on his deathbed. That is 
because the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam told Mu'aadh not to spread it for fear that 
it had so much hope in it that people may slack off on their deeds, depending on the great 
hope that Allah gave us in this Hadith. The Hadith is that Allah has a right upon us that we 
must worship Him without Shirk. It is normal and not surprising that Allah has a right over 
us. That is normal. What is astonishing and amazing is for people to renegade against the 
right of Allah upon us. That is what is amazing. 

People do a small favour for you and you never forget it for the rest of your life. In Madinah 
I had a teacher who taught me Qur'an as a child. When I returned to Madinah, he was 
teaching in the Masjid an-Nabawi by the doorway where the Prophet sallallahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam said in his farewell words, close all the alleys leading to the Masjid except my alley 
and the alley of Abu Bakr. It is still known until today. I was occupied in the university classes 
and plenty of private classes, and I did not have time to go to him. In the last four months I 
had in Madinah, I went to him to seek additional Ijaazah in the Qur'an. He took out a piece 
of paper, he wrote my name down and he said come back and see me in three years if I am 
still alive. I said but Shaykh, I am only going to be in Madinah four more months and I am 
going to be done. Inshaa Allah I am going back to my country. My father told me to get an 
Ijaazah from him no matter what it takes. He told me that Ijaazah from him is more 
important to me than the degree you are going to get from the university. Wallahi he said 
that. He had a high chain Ijaazah and he was one of the teachers of al-Hudhayfi, and more 
importantly he was among the best Qur'an teachers possibly of our time. Rahmatullahi 
'Alayh. 



He said he cannot do anything, so then I got my father involved and I told my father to call 
him, and that is how I got most of my private classes with many of the Shuyookh there. He 
agreed if his students agree. He told my father if my students agree then I will do it, because 
everyone had a set time. He asked them would you be willing to take a little bit of time out 
so we can get Ahmad involved and they all agreed. Jazaahum Allah Khayr. It may be 
something simple and it may be something big. That was nearly twenty years ago and I 
never forgot it, nor did I forget what his students did when they all agreed to give me a 
portion of their time. Possibly for twenty years, I do not remember a day I do not make 
Du'aa for him and them unless I forgot. Even very recently, I was checking to send him a gift 
and I found out that he died three years ago. Rahmatullahi 'Alayh. So people who do a little 
bit of good for you, you cherish that from them. What about Allah? 



> A : . . .Iftji 2 ?xj IjiAj lMJ 
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And if you would count the graces of Allah, never could you be able to count them. (Surat 
an-Nahl: 18) 



You could never count the blessings of Allah over you. You in yourself. You and your skull 
and how it was perfected. Your eyes, your eyelids and your eyebrows. Your neck and your 
heart. 



'jb\ O 




OUT Jj 




And on the earth are signs for those who have Faith with certainty, and also in your own 
selves. Will you not then see? (Surat ath-Thaariyaat: 20-21) 

You read about the eye and how it was slanted inwards in precision and perfection, 
designed so no sweat will go in it. The doctors say that. I read it in an article once. Just go 
down from the top of your head to the bottom of your feet, and there is blessing after 
blessing that you could not count. That is just in yourself, so take all the blessings from the 
cradle to the grave. You could not count it. 



Leave everything and just look at the blessing of Islam 
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They regard as favour upon you (0 Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) that they have 
embraced Islam. Say: "Count not your Islam as a favour upon me. Nay, but Allah has 
conferred a favour upon you, that He has guided you to the Faith, if you indeed are true." 
(Surat al-Hujuraat: 17) 

It is a privilege from Allah. It is a mercy from Allah. 

So the first wisdom is that Ibaadah is a right of Allah upon us. It is His right over us. 

IBAADAH IS FOR OUR OWN BENEFIT 



Secondly, Ibaadah is for us. We do it for Allah but the benefit is really for us, not for Allah. 
Allah is Raheem. The quality we mention to Allah - the Most Merciful. Allah sent down one 
of His mercies to His entire creation from the beginning of the creation to the end, and He 
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saved ninety nine for the Judgment Day. He is Ar-Raheem and He is Ar-Rahmaan. From the 
biggest aspects of His Rahmah is that He allowed us and taught us to worship Him. 



Ibaadah is nourishing to the soul and to the heart. Your body and soul both need food to 
survive. Your physical body needs air and water. You need food to sustain it and nourish it. 
Your spiritual soul screams for needs as well, and that need is Ibaadah. It will be fulfilled 
with Ibaadah. Only Allah knows the details of the soul, therefore its food and nourishment is 
prescribed by Allah through His Messengers 'alayhimus-salaatu was-salaam. No way can we 
live without it. Without Ibaadah, the hearts rust like metal. They wear out like clothes. You 
spray the rust off by Ibaadah. You refurbish the heart by Ibaadah. 



Ibaadah is means to take away your problems, so the benefit is for you. It brings you nearer 
to Allah, so the benefit is yours. In every aspect of Ibaadah, there is a benefit for you in it. 
And in every sin, there is harm for you in it. You are the one benefitting from it and the 
verses by that are many in the Qur'an. 



dijj Uj O Ifcfci $.Uoi Jjaj O <U«jLd3 J* 
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Whosoever does a righteous good deed, it is for (the benefit of) his own self, and whosoever 
does evil, it is against his own self, and your Lord is not at all unjust to (His) slaves. (Surat 
Fussilat: 46) 



You do good, and it is for you. You are doing it for yourself. 



/ / 6 s' ^ 0 * s s s 
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"And whoever is grateful, truly, his gratitude is for (the good of) his own self, and whoever is 
ungrateful, (he is ungrateful only for the loss of his own self). Certainly! My Lord is Rich (Free 
of all wants). Bountiful." (Surat an-Naml: 40) 

You are thanking for your own good. It is only for your own good. 

You worship Him because you are in desperate need from Him. That is another wisdom. 



Page [ 16 





O dlpi jjgljg.ift.il (J*\ 

jji ouS ^3 ^ioJi^j jjf t ^ 6jjl& u *4^ o Jii £• Slijf 

^Ui O <UJl <dll O 4^?-j IJJiu ^UJJl ^J-woJj 

^a j-aj dJ-JU (P JjAAJl '*^ <j-°' ^?Cr*4 U^ iJJl 

jjbu> ^oj ijju jl 6 Jii £* aV? o *uiJi 



4*u 



Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the distressed one, when he calls Him, 
and Who removes the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations after 
generations. Is there any llaah (god) with Allah? Little is that you remember! Is not He 
(better than your gods) Who guides you in the darkness of the land and the sea, and Who 
sends the winds as heralds of glad tidings, going before His Mercy (rain)? Is there any llaah 
(god) with Allah? High Exalted be Allah above all that they associate as partners (to Him)! Is 
not He (better than your so-called gods) Who originates creation, and shall thereafter 
repeat it, and Who provides for you from heaven and earth? Is there any llaah (god) with 
Allah? Say, "Bring forth your proofs, if you are truthful." (Surat an-Naml: 62-64) 



Your worship of Allah is an honour for you. The benefit is for you. You honour yourself by 
being a slave of the Creator of the universe, because when you become a slave of Allah and 
worship Him, you are not a slave for anything else. Ibaadah is to benefit you and not Allah. 



OjisS ^iu*j ja ^3 ijiii igij u; 





0 mankind! Worship your Lord (Allah), Who created you and those who were before you so 
that you may become Al-Muttaqoon (the pious). (Surat al-Baqarah: 21) 

Your benefit from your worship is Taqwa. 
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Recite (0 Muhammad sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) what has been revealed to you of the 
Book (the Qur'an), and perform As-Salat (Iqaamat as-Salat). Verily, As-Salat (the prayer) 
prevents from Al-Fahshaa' (i.e. great sins of every kind, unlawful sexual intercourse, etc) and 
Al-Munkar (i.e. disbelief, polytheism, and every kind of evil wicked deed, etc). (Surat al- 
'Ankaboot: 45) 



Your Salah benefits you because it deters you from disbelief, polytheism, every evil wicked 
deed and even bad manners. 






Take Sadaqah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify them and sanctify them with it, and 
invoke Allah for them. Verily! Your invocations are a source of security for them. (Surat at- 
Tawbah: 103) 

Your Ibaadah of Zakah is to purifyand sanctify you. You! Us! For us! 
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